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distinctly traceable in history. It has been a custom
with this party from its earliest beginnings, which
were towards the end of the reign of James I., to
maintain that it represented the trne Chnrch of
England. Its first movement was to deny the Calvin-
ism of the Articles of Beligion, and to invent a theory
unknown to the Reformers, that they were articles of
peace intended to comprehend both parties. It then,
as we have already seen, put the communion-tables
out of their place, and on this followed, for the most
part in our own day, the position of the clergyman
out of his place also. But the law has met the trans-
gressor, and determined that the High Church party,
with its doctrines and customs, has never been more
than a party tolerated in the Church.

We have to be thankful for these judgments,
because they determine that we shall not go back to
the theology of Eome, which has been already rejected,
and because they leave room for progress under
normal conditions. A relaxed subscription to the
Articles, but still a subscription, combines a basis
with freedom. Doubtless were the Articles to be
written again, they would take another shape; but
this is scarcely to be expected. The alternatives are
either to subscribe them or to set them aside. The
latter, in some respects, would be the better if it were
really practicable ; but this is doubtful. To subscribe
them is not so great a hardship as to SOIO.Q m$n $
appears. They embody substantially the fdoett^
which we still believe; but under formis irlp^fa the
enlightened Christian consciousness tad outgrown.
It has often been proposed to retee subscription